Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook


The Highlands Rotary Club was honored to have Mark Lassiter speak about his ascents to the summits of mountains the likes of which are more often seen in National Geographic Magazine. Over the last forty years when Lassiter wasn’t scaling mountains he was descending into caves often with his wife Debbie. 


A resident of Whiteside Cove for the last eighteen years, Lassiter has established scores of rock and ice climbing routes in Cashiers Valley and volunteers his time on the high angle team of the Glenville Cashiers Rescue Squad.  


In his photo slide presentation to Rotary, Lassiter’s photos were a geography lesson in themselves, rich with names. Montezuma’s Tower and Angel’s Fear in the Garden of the Gods, Devil’s Tower in Wyoming and Mexican Hat in Four Corners were names of intrigue that left one with the thought: how could anyone possibly climb to the top of these mountains and towers. The Pancake Rocks in New Zealand overlooking the Indian Ocean, Mount Aspire – often called the Matterhorn of the Southern Alps - also in New Zealand were breath taking. 

A climb by Lassiter and his wife, Debbie, up Rock Mountain behind the High Hampton Resort produced spectacular photos of Whiteside Mountain in Cashiers. Sometimes in the winter there are significant ice formations that form in this area as pictures of the north face of Rabun Bald, Black Rock and Whiteside Mountain showed.


Lassiter has ascended mountains worldwide such as Grand Teton, Mt Rainier, Mt McKinley in the US and El Pico de Orizaba, the highest peak between Colombia and the Yukon, and Chimborazo the highest summit in Ecuador but is also a noted and established spelunker or cave explorer.

Lassiter discovered Rich Mountain Blowhole Cave in the Great Smoky Mountains, one of the deepest caves in the eastern U.S and managed a five year exploration and survey of the cave.  He is a member National Speleological Society and the Southeastern Cave Conservancy.

An activity that is surprising but fits in with Lassiter’s exploits: he is the caretaker of the Confederate Memorial carving on Stone Mountain outside Atlanta. He modestly describes his work as often routine – repelling down the face of the carving and dealing with encroaching vegetation and the occasional bird’s nest. Recently, he was called upon to lead a team to facilitate repairs to some of the 10 blocks of stone that were added for artistic reasons when the carving was being completed some fifty years ago.  

Saying that Mark Lassiter is an adventurer would only be the beginning of how to explain and describe his accomplishments over the last forty years.

